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cement industry, and large amounts are exported. The production of
paper and aluminum and the cutting of diamonds are a few of the
other industries which add to the industrial prosperity of the country.

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

Belgium is as well equipped with transportation facilities as any
nation in the world. It has 6067 miles of railways, or 516 miles per
1000 square miles of territory, which -gives it a more dense railway
net than any other nation. Bruxelles and Anvers are the greatest rail-
way centers, although Liege is a close competitor.

The country also has 1040 miles of navigable waterways, of which
some 650 miles are canals. The levelness of most of the country, its
two river systems, and its seacoast have encouraged the construction
of facilities of this type. Not only are all sections of the plain well
provided with waterways, but the country is linked to its neighbors by
canals or rivers.

COMMERCE

A central location, excellent transportation facilities, and a high
degree of industrialization have encouraged Belgian foreign trade. A
recently concluded customs agreement with The Netherlands has been
an additional favorable factor. As a consequence, only Denmark, The
Netherlands and Switzerland exceed Belgium in per capita foreign
trade, while in total foreign trade the nation ranks fifth among the
European powers.

The highly industrialized character of the country is reflected in a
foreign trade which consists chiefly in the importation of foods and
industrial raw materials and the exportation of manufactured goods.
In 1930 food and raw materials made up 69 per cent of all imports,
with wheat, raw wool, coal and coke, textiles and machinery the lead-
ing individual items. During the same year manufactured goods formed
61 per cent of all exports, with iron and steel, textiles, precious stones,
coal and coke and machinery the most valuable individual items.

THE BELGIAN CONGO

The Belgian Congo is the principal colonial possession of the
country. This territory was incorporated into the Congo Independent
State in 1885, and was under the personal control of Leopold II, King